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March 28, 2019 

For Immediate Release 

Historic Downtown Wilkesboro, NC 

The Town of Wilkesboro is pleased to announce that “The 1915” owned by Dale and Michelle 

Isom was awarded the 2018 Small Town Main Street Economic Vitality Award during the NC 

Main Street Conference Awards Ceremony held on March 13th in Salisbury, NC. 

The award recognizes the outstanding work of the Isom family in bringing new life to the 

Historic 1915 Federal Building and Post Office located at 201 West Main Street. The Small 

Town Main Street Economic Vitality Award recognizes projects that strengthen the economic 

assets of downtown and the community through adaptive reuse, infill building, upper story 

redevelopment, and business retention, expansion, and recruitment.  

In 2017, Dale and Michelle Isom of Heart of Folk purchased the historic Federal Building        

(c. 1915) with the goal of creating a regional community and event center. The project 

evolved into an effort to preserve Appalachian heritage through an artisan center, farm-to-

table café, and event venue. In summer 2018, the Blue Ridge Artisan Center (BRAC) opened 

and now serves as a gateway to a journey of discovery and adventure in Northwest North 

Carolina, where art is created and music is made that defines the indominable spirit of the 

region. BRAC offers a wide selection of work from Northwest North Carolina’s finest artists, 

artisans, and craftspeople as well as 3,000 square feet of retail space. The Blue Ridge Artisan 

Guild is an artist-led nonprofit organization that juries new work and offers educational 

programs ranging from demonstrations and workshops to children’s activities and mentoring 

opportunities. The 1915 also hosted its first concerts, contra dances, and weddings in 2018. 

The Artisan Café opened in October 2018 as a local eatery and coffee shop featuring 

locally-sourced ingredients in the historic Wilkesboro Post Office wing.  

Please visit the following link to the press release issued by the NC Department of Commerce: 

https://www.nccommerce.com/news/press-releases/nc-department-commerce-

announces-2018-nc-main-street-award-winners  

Attached is a photo of Dale and Michelle Isom in front of The 1915. To request a photo of the 

recipients taken during the awards ceremony, please contact Garry Hodges of Sunset 

Studios (gehodges@aol.com) and request a digital copy of “IMG_0180.” 

For additional information about the Wilkesboro Small Town Main Street program, please 

contact Christina Walsh, Town Planner, at 336-838-3951 or cwalsh@wilkesboronc.org. 
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